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Introduction  

The Government has made it a national priority that education and childcare settings 

should continue to operate as normally as possible during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

There is emphasis on the serious impacts of having missed education during the 

pandemic for young people. The Government’s guiding principle is that ‘In all cases, any 

benefits in managing transmission should be weighed against any educational 

drawbacks.’ The overarching objective is to maximise the number of children and young 

people in face-to face education and minimise any disruption, in a way that best 

manages the COVID-19 risk.  

The DfE’s published COVID Contingency Framework states that schools should have an 

“outbreak management plan”, outlining how they would operate if any of the measures 

described in the guidance were recommended for their setting or area. Measures 

affecting education and childcare may be necessary in some circumstances, for 

example:  

• to help manage a COVID-19 outbreak within a setting  

• if there is extremely high prevalence of COVID-19 in the community and other 

measures have failed to reduce transmission  

• as part of a package of measures responding to a Variant of Concern (VoC)  

 

In these cases, the Guidance also states that councils, directors of public health and 

Public Health England health protection teams can recommend certain measures for 

individual schools or clusters of settings. If there is a need to address more 

widespread issues across an area, “ministers will take decisions on an area-by-area 

basis”. This plan should be read alongside the latest guidance for education settings 

operating during COVID as given below: 

Department for Education guidance 

Please note that this risk assessment was written, reviewed and adapted in conjunction 

with the Department for Education guidance documents with the latest given below: 



 

2021.08.26_Return to 

Education_Early Years Leaflet_A5.pdf.pdf      

2021.08.26_Return to 

Education_Primary School Leaflet_A5.pdf.pdf  

Guidance to support education providers, local authorities and parents during the 

COVID-19 pandemic can be accessed using the links below: 

 

Guidance for early years and childcare providers 

Guidance for schools 

 

20210817_Contingenc

y_Framework_FINAL.pdf 
Local Authority Guidance  

 

Schools Briefing 

Note1 Contingency Framework 03 09 21.docx         

Schools risk 

assessment and outbreak management advice v2.docx 
 

Measures 

We will only implement some, or all, of the measures in this plan in response to 

recommendations provided by our local authority (LA), directors of public health 

(DsPH), Public Health England (PHE) health protection team or the national government.  

 

Leaders will continue to review the internal risk assessment and protective measures in 

place to prevent a potential outbreak in school.  

 

It may be necessary to implement these measures in the following circumstances, for 

example:  

To help manage a COVID-19 outbreak within the school. Actions will be considered 

when either of the following thresholds are met:  

 

• There are 5 positive cases amongst pupils or staff who are likely to have 

mixed closely within a 10-day period  

• 10% of pupils or staff who are likely to have mixed closely test positive 

within a 10-day period  

 

Seeking public health advice  

When one of the thresholds above is met, we will review the testing, hygiene and 

ventilation measures already in place.  

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/early-years-and-childcare-coronavirus-covid-19?utm_source=22%20September%202021%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/guidance-for-schools-coronavirus-covid-19?utm_source=22%20September%202021%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19


We will also seek public health advice from a director of public health or health 

protection team.  
 

If case numbers escalate and/or you are concerned about the situation, we would 

contact the DfE helpline in the first instance (0800 046 8687, option 1). The helpline 

is open 8:00am to 6:00pm, Monday to Friday and 10:00am to 6:00pm on Saturdays and 

Sundays. 

The DfE helpline operators are trained and supervised by PHE and are your first point 

of contact. They will confirm that your school has reached the outbreak threshold, 

review the types of control measure described above, and if necessary will escalate the 

situation to Public Health England for more detailed advice.  

The Local Authority Public Health Team (healthprotection@wakefield.gov.uk) will 

continue to operate the existing single point of contact between 9am and 5pm Monday to 

Friday.  

Hospital case  

 

Seek immediate public health advice if a pupil, student, child or staff member is 

admitted to hospital with COVID-19. Do this by phoning the DfE helpline. In 

addition notify immediately the Wakefield Public Health Team via 

healthprotection@wakefield.gov.uk. 

 

 

Shielding  

We will adhere to national guidance on the reintroduction of shielding, which would 

apply to those on the shielded patient list (SPL).  

We will speak to individuals required to shield about additional protective measures in 

school or arrangements for home working or learning.  

 

Other measures  

Parents, carers, pupils and staff will be informed promptly about the introduction of 

control measures. This will be done via letter sent on the parent hub once a decision has 

been made.  

 

If recommended, we will limit:  

• Residential educational visits  

• Open days  

• Transition or taster days  

• Parents coming into school  

• Live performances  

 

If recommended, we will (re)introduce:  

mailto:healthprotection@wakefield.gov.uk
mailto:healthprotection@wakefield.gov.uk


• Bubbles, to reduce mixing between groups  

• Face coverings in communal areas/playground for staff and visitors (unless 

exempt)  

• Look at ways to further improve ventilation  

• Enhanced cleaning 

 

Practical ways to reduce the impact of children mixing might include:  

 

• Suspending whole school assemblies  

• Temporarily suspending other whole-school events  

• Temporarily suspending or postponing school trips, especially if they involve 

classes mixing on transport  

• Suspending events such as parents’ evenings or moving them online  

• If a year group or class is badly affected, reducing their contact with other 

years/ classes to reduce wider transmission, insofar as is practical. Staggered 

breaktimes, lunchtimes and start and finish times would be an example  

• If possible, limiting the number of staff who teach an affected class until the 

outbreak is under control 

• Permitting staff and students to wear face coverings in crowded and communal 

areas if they wish to do so 

 

 

Attendance restrictions  

Attendance restrictions will only be recommended as a last resort.  

 

Prioritise certain year groups 

The DfE said early years and primary settings should be “prioritised to continue to 

operate as normal”, although the department “may advise that other groups should be 

prioritised”. 

If some attendance restrictions are needed at primary level, vulnerable children, 

children of critical workers, children in reception, year 1 and year 2 should still be 

allowed to attend. 

 

Education and support for pupils at home  

All other pupils will be required to stay at home and will receive high quality remote 

education. We will aim to deliver remote education that meets the same quality and 

quantity of education that pupils would receive in school, as outlined in our remote 

learning plan.  

The school will continue to provide meals or lunch parcels for pupils eligible for 

benefits-related free school meals while they are not attending school because of 

COVID-19 isolation guidelines.  

This will be done via food parcels organised by our catering provider.  

 

 

 



Wraparound care  

We will work with our external provider to limit access to before and after-school 

activities and wraparound care during term time to those that need it most in the event 

of a school/local outbreak.  

We will communicate who will be eligible to attend once the restrictions are confirmed. 

 


