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Dear Parents and Carers, 

School Reopening 

 

We appreciate that this is a time of great uncertainty regarding the recent announcements 

about schools re-opening. We are busy working to put plans in place for re-opening our school 

and we know that you may still have a number of questions regarding how Netherton will 

operate. 

 

We hope that this Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) document will go some way to 

answering some of these. 

 

We have worked closely with Wakefield Authority and followed the Department for 

Education (DfE) guidance at all stages in creating our plan for returning children and staff 

safely to Netherton School. 

 

1. Which year groups are returning to school? 

  

 Children in Nursery, reception Year 1 and Year 6 are eligible to return to school from 

1st June.  (Please ensure that you have informed your child’s class teacher if they 

are returning or staying at home.)   

 

2. If one of my children is eligible to return can’t their sibling come back too? 

  

Sadly, the answer to this is ‘no’.  Siblings cannot attend unless they are in another of the 

selected year groups. This would raise the number of pupils attending the school.  

 

3. If you have children in different year groups can they be dropped and collected 

together? 

 

The times are given below for each group.  If you have more than one group to drop off and 

collect, it is fine to bring and collect at the same time.   

 

Year Group  Drop off time Pick up time  Doors  

Early Years 1 9.30am 3.30am EY1 door  

Early Years 2 9.30am 3.15am EY2 fire door 

Year 1 9.15am 3pm Year 2  fire doors  
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Year 6 8.50am 3.20pm Year 5 fire door & 

Year 6 fire door  

Key Worker children  

 

9am 3pm  Year 4 fire door 

 

What if my work patterns don’t allow me to drop off and pick up at the times listed 

above? 

Please contact the class teacher, we are flexible and we will be able to work around you 

wherever possible.  

 

4. Can my childminder collect and drop off? 

 

Yes, child minders are permitted to drop off and collect children from different bubbles.  

School and childminders have worked together to ensure that Government Guidance is 

followed and hygiene measures are in place to keep children safe.   

 

5. What hygiene measures will be in place to keep my child safe? 

  

We will: 

• follow the COVID-19: cleaning of non-healthcare settings guidance 

• ensure that sufficient handwashing facilities are available 

• clean surfaces that children and young people are touching, such as toys, books, 

desks, chairs, doors, sinks, toilets, light switches, more regularly than normal 

• ensure that all adults and children: 

• frequently wash their hands with soap and water for 20 seconds and dry 

thoroughly.  

• clean their hands on arrival at the setting, before and after eating, and after 

sneezing or coughing 

• are encouraged not to touch their mouth, eyes and nose 

• use a tissue or elbow to cough or sneeze and use bins with lids for tissue waste 

(‘catch it, bin it, kill it’) 

• ensure that help is available for children and young people who have trouble 

cleaning their hands independently 

• ensure that bins for tissues are emptied throughout the day 

• where possible, all spaces will be well ventilated using natural ventilation (opening 

windows) or ventilation units 

• prop doors open, where safe to do so (bearing in mind fire safety and 

safeguarding), to limit use of door handles and aid ventilation 

• Our cleaning staff will also thoroughly clean all areas of school daily. 

  

6. Will children be based in the same classroom environment most of the day? 

 

Children will stay in their designated bubble for most of the day.  

Where possible we will try to factor in plenty of time outdoors and the children will still have 

P.E sessions. Children will not require a P.E kit.  All rooms will be adequately ventilated 

throughout the day.   

 



 

 

 

7. Will my child be expected to share resources, such as pens and pencils and can they 

bring things from home? 

  

Children will be given their own equipment, which they must not share with anyone else. They 

must not bring any equipment in from home, including items such toys or book bags. Any 

resources that are shared will be cleaned after use. School will not be sending reading books 

home.   

  

 

8. My child is in the keyworker/vulnerable provision currently but isn't in the returning 

year groups. Can they still attend?  

  

Provision for vulnerable and critical worker group children will continue for all eligible pupils. 

They will be in a separate class ‘bubble’. Parents/carers can continue to book this by emailing 

the Headteacher.   

Please only book key worker provision on the days that you are working and if no one else can 

look after them.  If a parent is working from home please keep your child at home to help 

keep our numbers as low as possible.  We have a limited number of staffing and places for 

key worker children now that school is opening for priority year groups.  

Please do only send your child when you need to.  

 

9. My child is feeling anxious about coming back to school, how can I prepare him/her? 

  

You will need to prepare your child by talking about what school was like and what it will be 

like now.  It will be different.  We will help you to prepare for this by creating videos that 

will be sent to you so that you can share this with your child so they know what to expect.   

 

Please be reassured that staff will welcome the children back with all the love, care and 

compassion that we always have.  We are so looking forward to seeing your children back in 

school.   

 

10. Will children go straight back into normal lessons following the national curriculum? 

 

We will find a balance.  The initial focus, for as long as we feel necessary, will be on 

supporting personal, social, health and emotional aspects of learning to support children’s 

wellbeing.  It will also focus on the new rules and routines that we need to establish.   

They have all gone through an incredible period of change and experienced loss on a number 

of different levels.  All have had changes in routine, loss of communication etc and some may 

have sadly even experienced the loss of a family member.  This shouldn’t be ignored. We will 

of course ensure that skills in English and Maths continue to be developed.  

 

11. Will my child need to wear a school uniform? 

Yes. Children will need to come to school in as close to normal school uniform as possible. We 

appreciate that children may have grown since the school closures and new clothing would be 

hard to buy so children may not have all items of uniform available. We will be flexible over 

this and would not expect (particularly in Y6) parents to be buying new uniform. We also ask 



 

(where possible and practical) that children have a complete change of clothes each day and 

that clothes are then washed at 60°C or above. 

  

 

 

 

 

12. Will Breakfast and After School Care be available?  

  

Please contact Tiddlywinks separately or your childminder for this information.   

 

13. Will we allow visitors and volunteers into school? 

  

No. Until the situation is deemed to be safe, we would prefer to minimise additional adults 

coming in and out of school.  Please communicate any enquiries either by phone or email. 

  

14. Will extra-curricular clubs run (football club, dance club etc)? Will usual end of 

term traditions take place? 

  

There will be no extra-curricular activities at this time. We will not be running after school 

clubs and music and swimming lessons will not take place. 

Transition documents will be shared with the secondary schools to ensure that all necessary 

information is shared.  End of year school events such as Sports Day and so on will not take 

place.   

 

15. Will the school office be open? 

 

Yes, but sometimes staff may be based off site. Please continue to ring and email with any 

queries and we will respond.   Please note that parents will not be allowed inside the building 

(except to collect their child if unwell) unless by prior appointment for exceptional reasons.   

 

16. What will happen if a child in the class shows symptoms? What happens if there is 

a confirmed case of coronavirus in school?  

 

 In these circumstances, parents will be immediately contacted and asked to come to school 

to take their child home. The pupil will be removed from his/her bubble and will wait with a 

member of staff for a parent to arrive. Parents would be advised to have the child tested 

and the bubble would be monitored in school.  If a positive test then the entire bubble would 

be asked to go home, and the classroom is deep cleaned.  If negative child returns to school. 

 

If a nursery child shows symptoms then they would be asked to self-isolate for 14 days as 

these children are under the testing age.   

 

17.  Will the school take my child’s temperature every day? 

  

No, but we may use a forehead thermometer if we suspect a child of having symptoms.  

  

18. How can I speak to the class teacher if we are socially distancing?  

  



 

You can contact your child’s class teacher by emailing or ringing them directly.  Due to the 

teaching commitments, you may not get an immediate response. 

 

 

19. What should my child bring to school each day? 

  

We do not want your child to bring anything into school with them other than a coat, 

lunchbox if required and hats on hotter days.  Please apply long-lasting sun cream before 

school as we will not be able to apply this.  Please do not bring PE kit, rucksacks, book bags or 

pencil cases.  

 

20. Where can I find more information about returning to school? 

  

The Government information is provided here: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/closure-of-educational-settings-information-

for-parents-and-carers/reopening-schools-and-other-educational-settings-from-1-june 

 

 

21. Does my child have to attend?  

  

No one with symptoms should attend for any reason. All children in the selected groups are 

encouraged to attend unless self-isolating or shielding. Parents will not be fined for non-

attendance at this time and schools will not be held to account for attendance levels. 

 

22. Will children and young people be eligible for testing for the virus? 

  

The government advice is:  

  

When settings open to the wider cohort of children and young people, all those children and 

young people eligible to attend, and members of their households, will have access to testing 

if they display symptoms of coronavirus. This will enable them to get back into childcare or 

education, and their parents or carers to get back to work, if the test proves to be negative. 

To access testing parents will be able to use the 111 online coronavirus service if their child is 

5 or over. Parents will be able to call 111 if their child is aged under 5. 

  

23. Will my child be able to have a school meal? 

 

Yes, your child can order a meal in school on the day.  Children in Reception and KS1 will be 

entitled to a free school meal, those in KS2 and nursery will need to pay for meals on the 

feeding hungry minds website.  Children can continue to bring their own Sandwich Box lunch 

either, if they so wish. The same applies for key worker children.   

Meal price has increased to £2.19 per day, which came into effect in April 2020. 

If your child is returning to school after half term and would like a school lunch, please 

ensure you have at least £2.19 credit on your account. Some parents still have a credit on 

their account – you will be able to check this by logging onto your account; 

https://parents.feedinghungryminds.co.uk/login 
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As the meal choices offered in school are very likely to be different to the ones on the Feed 

Hungry Minds website please DO NOT pre-order.  Your child will order their meal in school 

daily as they arrive. 

 

 

We hope to see you all next week.   

With kind regards to all our families from everyone at Netherton.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


