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SMSC 
SMSC stands for Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural development. 

SMSC is essential for children’s individual development, preparing 

them to live a full active life as part of their community, as well as 

contributing to the development of society as a whole.  

Spiritual development is about the development of self- esteem, 

personal worthiness, meaning and purpose. It is the development of 

their ‘spirit’, personality and character. 

Moral development is about gaining an understanding of what is right 

and wrong, and the building of values which regulates their personal 

behaviour. It is all about them understanding society’s shared and 

agreed values, and knowing these can change. It also includes 

children’s appreciation that different people hold different views on 

subjects and being able to explain their own opinions. 

Social development is about young people working effectively with 

each other and being part of society. It is about developing skills 

and personal qualities for living and working together in a multi- 

racial, multi-cultural society.  

Cultural development is about pupils gaining an understanding of 

their own and other cultures. It is about understanding and feeling 

comfortable in a variety of cultures and being able to operate in the 

emerging world of shared experiences provided by TV travel and the 

internet. It is about understanding that cultures are always 

changing, and is intimately linked with school’s attempt to value 

cultural diversity and prevent racism. 

 

 



How we promote SMSC 

At Netherton, we recognise that the development of all aspects of 

SMSC plays a significant part in their ability to learn and achieve. 

We therefore aim to provide an education that gives children 

opportunities to explore and develop their self- esteem, values, 

behaviour and cultural awareness. 

This is embedded throughout all aspects of school life. We aim to 

ensure children’s education is holistic rather than focussed narrowly 

on purely academic aspects of learning, providing pupils with a 

rounded education, including how to learn and play together, 

understanding and respecting others’ point of view, respecting and 

applying rules and understanding why these exist. 

We aim to prepare pupils to contribute to society and culture 

throughout their lives, and enable them to participate actively and 

positively in the life of the school and the community. We also 

encourage them to celebrate others and their qualities and abilities. 

 

 


