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Curriculum 

area/activity 
Week 1 

Settling back/Christmas 
recall 

Week2 
Changing state 

& Winter 

Week 3 
Chinese New Year 

 

Week  4 
Chinese New Year 

 

Week 5 
Floating/Sinking & 

waterproof? 

Week 6 
Magnatism & 

Materials 

PSED What would we 

make someone 

upset? Why might 

someone be upset? 

How do we know?  

How could we be a 

good friend? Link 

q’s to literacy input 

filler/dipper. 

New starters to settle.  Oldies to be a 

good friend and show the newbies the 

way things work in nursery (Orla/Lilly, 

Michael, Kasey) 

Introduce each area in the setting.   

How we tidy up, how we put things away 

on the shelves.  

What we do with snack time.  

Good sitting photograph to take once all 

in. 

Thinking chair for difficult behaviour 

                   Base line observations 

Buddy up the 

newbies with  

confident oldies to 

boost confidence 

and introduce them 

to others.  

 

 

 

 

Base line 

observations 

By using positive reinforcement of good 

sharing stickers, stampers, star of the 

day as rewards for children showing Mrs 

D and Miss H how they have been a good 

friend, take turns and shared resources. 

Fish game set up to help with turn 

taking and sharing. Also magnetism of 

rod to fish. 

 

 

 

Baseline assessments to complete 
 C&L Recalling what they 

got for Christmas. 

Which was their 

favourite toy? Who 

they saw in their 

family? Where did 

they go? What did 

they do in the 

holidays? 

Describing 

what/how/will/has 

changed state and 

what will happen 

next if we put it in 

water? Oven? 

Outside? Drop it? 

Discussion about 

their experiences 

of ice, chocolate, 

eggs, snow 

Talking about the 

comparisons to 

their celebrations 

they had at 

Christmas and that 

of the Chinese New 

Year celebrations. 

Beginning to use 

more complex 

sentences to link 

thoughts e.g. using 

and, because to 

describe what 

happened in the 

Chinese new year 

story. 

Class assembly 

Exploring trays of 

floating and sinking 

objects and using 

investigative 

vocabulary to 

describe findings. 

What is water 

proof? Why is it 

waterproof? How 

does waterproof 

feel? 

 

Investigating 

materials what is 

magnetic? Why 

is it magnetic? 

Using vocabulary 

to show K&U. 

PD How to carry 

scissors/big 

bricks/ropes/poles 

model use and 

sticker reward in 

f.flow for observing 

Can copy some 

letters on to 

snowflakes. 

Mark making in the 

snow/ice outdoors 

Making prints with 

Holds pencil near 

point between first 

two fingers and 

thumb and uses it 

with good control 

to write on their 

Movements of the Chinese dragon indoors 

and outdoors. Up and over through and 

under. 

Hall time using 

benches and low 

level tables to 

jump off and use 

bendy kness to 

land accordingly. 
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safety. 

 

different body 

parts. 

lucky red envelope. 

Literacy Are you a filler or 

a dipper? Linked to 

feelings and 

behaviour PSED.  

Recognises signs 

such as own 

name/days/months 

at the start/end of 

each session. 

The snowman 

Knows that print 

carries meaning and 

is read from left to 

right when reading 

the stick man or 

snowman books. 

 

Chinese New Year Story. 

Power point story 

Describe main story settings, events and 

principal characters using masks and 

props to support the learning intention. 

Class assembly to perform 

Goat in a boat 

When we look at our 

books how do we 

know what the book 

is about? What tells 

us about the 

story/information? 

How can we find 

things out about 

floating/sinking? 

Three little pigs 

Making our 

Material print 

words for the 

display board.  

Looking at 

illustrations in 

non – fiction 

books to get 

ideas from. 
Maths Uses some number 

names accurately in 

play. Ten in the 

bed story set up in 

provision after 

input. 

Mr Bear and Mr 

Elephant have got 

some sweets but 

they have fallen out 

because they don’t 

have the same. Can 

you make sure they 

have the same so 

they don’t fall out 

again? 

Investigate 

everyday 

objects/Chinese 

items and describe 

their shape.  Can 

we sort them into 

the shape mats? 

Mark making 

Chinese numbers. 

Finding our number 

that says how old 

we are and then 

mark making it in 

Chinese. 

Shows an interest in 

number problems by 

using the 

Fish game and 

number problems on 

the mats. Observe 

the children and 

vocabulary used. 

We are going on 

a shape hunt to 

find out what is 

magnetic...we 

need to say what 

shape our 

objects are or 

what they look 

similar to. 

EA&D In hall time show 

movements that 

suggest your happy, 

sad, angry, upset, 

excited. Let others 

guess what mood 

your in. 

Introduce the copy clap rhythm around 

the circle and slowly introduce the 

boomwackers to copy the given rhythm. 

Introduce the boomwacker song. 

Ask the children if they can make their 

own rhythm up. 

Beginning to move 

rhythmically when 

the Chinese music 

is played. 

Observe the 

different moves 

children perform 

when the music is 

changed. 

Using the instruments and objects from 

the unit, ask the children to create a 

sound.  Is it a loud/quiet/high/low 

sound. Model what is meant by a 

high/low pitch loud/quiet sound. How 

can we change the sound of our 

instrument? What could we use instead? 

Explore those different sounds what 

has happened to the sound? 
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UTW Introduce the new 

CD story books and 

rules of use. Model 

the use of one at 

carpet story time. 

Sorting the season 

cards. Focus on 

winter. What would 

weather bear wear? 

What is the 

weather like? put 

weather pictures up 

under winter.  

How can we find 

out about Chinese 

New Year? Where 

shall we look? 

Computer Driving 

licence on Espresso. 

Children to take 

home a little diary 

for family and 

friends to fill in. It 

must be from what 

the children have 

told them about 

what special things 

we have been doing 

at nursery/school 

play/Chinese party. 

Flaoting & sinking power point. 

Investigating the tanks with items that 

float and those that sink. Why do they 

sink? What makes them float? 

Children to mark down what items they 

find and if they sink/float on their 

chart. 

Looking at waterproof items by testing 

them in the water tray...what happens if 

they are not waterproof? 

Biscuits/paper/rubber glove/wellies 

Looking at materials and sorting 

different objects into material 

categories- wood, plastic, stone, metal, 

cloth, cardboard, 

Which are magnetic? How do we know if 

it is magnetic? What happens to the 

object?  

Using the investigation sheets find out 

what objects in the environment are 

magnetic or not. 
 

  


