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Headteacher News : 

 

Governor News 

One of our parent governors has reached their term of office (end of 4 years) so we are now in a 

position to invite parents to apply for this role.   

 

Governors support the school in a variety of ways in addition to attending governing body meetings. 

Your input on issues such as finance, and curriculum development will help to influence and improve 

school performance.  Ideally we are looking for someone with knowledge of education preferably with 

an understanding of data. It is a very important and worthwhile job!   
 

Being a governor is an enormously challenging and rewarding opportunity.  

 

The personal benefits can be summarised as: 

 

 A sense of satisfaction through knowing children will benefit from your efforts 

 The opportunity to develop new skills and to strengthen existing ones 

 The opportunity to work with people from a variety of social, cultural and religious backgrounds 

 The opportunity to gain understanding in key areas such as finance, personnel, and strategic 

planning 

 The opportunity to gain awareness of the education system as a whole 

The general roles and responsibilities of a Governor  

Time commitment 

Could you commit up to 10-15 hours per half term? This includes meetings, background reading and 

school visits. 

School governors are like magistrates or members of a jury and therefore have a right to reasonable 

time off work for their public duties (this may be unpaid). Check with your H.R. department for your 

company’s policy. 

Term of office 

Parent governors usually have a term of office of four years. However, as a volunteer you can resign at 

any time if your circumstances change. 

Training 

Governing bodies rely on a variety of experiences and perspectives. No prior knowledge is required. 

Training and support is available for new and existing governors and is free of charge. New Governors 

are expected to attend a Governor induction programme and any other training pertinent to their role 

on the Governing Body. 

 

 



Different types of governor 

Governing bodies have representatives of school staff, the local authority, parents and members of 

the community. Despite representing different groups, all governors have exactly the same role and 

voting rights. If you are confused by any of the terminology we are always on hand to explain in more 

detail and help you understand your role. 

Find out more about school governors at www.becomeagovernor.com.  

 

Interested in becoming a parent governor?   

 

All parents of pupils at the school can stand for election and vote, except those who are: 

 

 Employed at the school for 500 hours, or more, in any twelve month period; or 

 Elected members of the City of Wakefield Metropolitan District Council. 

 

If you are interested in being a parent governor, you can nominate yourself or, with their permission, 

another parent with a child at the school. Simply ask at the school office for a nomination form and 
return it by Friday 24th June. 
If there are more candidates than vacancies, an election will be needed and ballot forms will be sent 

to you, together with details of the candidates.  All parents of pupils at the school have a vote. 

 

Please note that there are important restrictions on who can become a governor and the LA is 

empowered to carry out a check on the successful candidate to ensure that they are not disqualified 

e.g. are below 18 years of age at the date of the election, bankrupts and those sentenced to a term of 

three months, or more, imprisonment in the last five years, etc.  

 

 

 

G.Haley  

Headteacher  

 

 

 

http://www.becomeagovernor.com/

