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                                Early Years Policy 
 

 

Introduction 
 
At Netherton School Early Years includes both part time (Early Years 1) and 
full time (Early Years 2) children from the age of 3 up to the end of their 
Reception Year 
 
Early Years is important in its own right, and in preparing children for later 
schooling. The Early Learning Goals set out what is expected of most children 
by the end of the Foundation Stage. 
 
At Netherton, we offer the children an early years education based upon the 
following principles: 
 

 It builds upon what our children already know. 

 It ensures that no child is excluded or disadvantaged. 

 It offers a structure for learning that has a range of starting points, content 
that matches the needs of young children and activity that provides 
opportunities for learning both indoors and outdoors. 

 It provides a rich and stimulating environment. 
 

 

Aims of Early Years 

 
The curriculum of Early Years lays foundations for the children’s future 
learning by supporting, fostering, promoting and developing the following 
areas: 
 

 Making relationships 

 Self confidence and self awareness 

 Managing feelings and behaviour 

 Communication and Language 

 Literacy – including Reading and Writing 

 Mathematics – including Number and Shape and Space. 

 Understanding of the World 

 Physical Development 

 Expressive Arts and Design 
 

 

Teaching and Learning Style 
 
Our policy on teaching and learning defines the features of effective teaching 
and learning in our school; These features apply to teaching and learning in 
Early Years just as much as in Key stages 1 and 2. Integral to the Early Years 
Curriculum are the characteristics of learning, which include Playing and 
Exploring, Active Learning and Creating and thinking critically. 
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The more general features of good practice in Netherton School that relate to 
Early Years are: 
 
a) The teamwork between teachers, Nursery Nurses. teaching assistants and 
parents, so that our children feel secure at school and develop a sense of 
well being and achievement. 
 
b) The understanding that Early Years Practitioners have of the way in which 
children develop and learn and how this affects their teaching. 
 
c) The range of approaches used that provide first- hand experiences, give 
clear explanations, make appropriate interventions and extend and develop 
play and talk or other means of communication. 
 
d) The carefully planned curriculum that helps the children achieve the Early 
Learning Goals by the end of Early Years 2 
 
e) The provision for children to take part in activities that build on and extend 
their interests and develop their intellectual, physical, social, and emotional 
abilities 
 
f) The encouraging of children to communicate and talk about their learning, 
and to develop independence and self management 
 
g) The identification of the progress and future learning needs of our children 
through observations, which are shared with parents. 
 
h) The regular identification of training needs of all adults working within the 
Early Years team. 
 

 

PLAY IN EARLY YEARS 

 
Through play our children explore and develop learning experiences, which 
help them make sense of the world. They practice and build up ideas, and 
learn how to control themselves and understand the need for rules. They 
have the opportunity to think creatively alongside other children as well as on 
their own. They communicate with others as they investigate and solve 
problems. They express fears or re-live anxious experiences in controlled and 
safe situations. 
 
 

INCLUSION IN EARLY STAGE 
 
At Netherton School we believe that all children matter. We give our children 
every opportunity to achieve their best. We do this by taking account of our 
children’s range of life experiences when planning for their learning. 
 
In Early Years we set realistic and challenging expectations that meet the 
needs of our children, so that most achieve the Early Learning Goals by the 
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end of the stage. Some children progress beyond this point. We achieve this 
by planning to meet the needs of boys, girls, children with special educational 
needs, children who are more able, children with disabilities, children from all 
social and cultural backgrounds and children of different ethnic groups. 
 

The EARLY YEARS Curriculum 
 
The Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum used in Early Years at 
Netherton reflects the areas of learning identified in the Early Learning Goals. 
The experiences that our children meet often enable them to develop a 
number of competencies, skills and concepts across several areas of 
learning. 
 
The Early Learning Goals are in line with the National Strategies. By the end 
of Early Years 2, children will undertake regular maths and English inputs. 
This is to ensure a smooth transition to Year One and Key Stage One. 
 

Areas of learning and Early Learning Goals 

 
The Foundation Stage Curriculum is organised into seven areas of learning, 
three prime areas and four specific. 
 
PRIME 

 Personal, Social and Emotional Development 
-Making relationships 
-Self confidence and self awareness 
-Managing feelings and behaviour 

 Physical Development 

-Moving and handling 
-Health and self care 

 Communication and Language 

-Listening and attention 

-Understanding 

-Speaking 
 

SPECIFIC 

 Literacy 

-Reading 

-Writing 

 Mathematics 

-Numbers 

-Shape, space and measures 

 Understanding the world 

-People and communities 

-The World 

-Technology 

 Expressive Arts and Design 

-Exploring and Using media and materials 

-Being imaginative 
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The Early Learning Goals establish expectations for most children to reach by 
the end of Early Years. The goals are spread across the seven areas of 
learning and provide the basis for planning through this stage, so laying 
secure foundations for future learning. By the end of Early Years some 
children will have exceeded the goals. Other children will be working towards 
some or all of the goals. 
 
 
The “EYFS” provides guidance and information about children’s learning in 
each area of the Early Learning Goals including teaching, planning and 
assessment throughout Early Years. At Netherton School the age bands are 
used to identify knowledge, skills, understanding and the attitudes children 
need if they are to achieve the Early Learning Goals before the end of the 
Early Years 2. 
 
Further guidance and information is available in Early Years Foundation 
Stage document  2012 
 

Planning for Early Years 
 
The Ages and stages and  Early Learning Goals provide the basis for 
planning throughout the Foundation Stage. Teachers use national schemes  
of work such as Letters and Sounds where appropriate to support planning for 
individual children 
 
Long Term Planning 
This is through continuous provision to ensure coverage of the Early Learning 
Goals 
 
Medium Term Planning 
This is planned by the whole Early Years team together, in order to ensure 
progression and continuity. This is completed each half term, and identifies 
the intended learning outcomes for all children both part time Early Years1 
and full time Early Years2. Children are involved in this planning through the 
use of mind-mapping at the beginning of a new topic. This ensures 
practitioners plan from what the children already know, ad what they want to 
find out. 
 
Short Term Planning 
This is planning which is completed weekly for focus activities to enhance 
continuous provision and follow children’s interest. Objective led planning is 
undertaken in EY1 , whereby children have an individualised plan dependent 
upon their needs. 
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Assessment 
 
At Netherton, we make regular assessments of children’s learning, and we 
use this information to ensure that future planning reflects individual needs. 
Assessment in the Early Years mostly takes the form of observation both 
planned and spontaneous and involves the teacher and other adults as 
appropriate.  We also upload photographs onto Target tracker, which are 
named and objectives added. The assessments are recorded on Target 
Tracker assessment package 
 
The Foundation Stage Profile takes the form of observations and 
progress/assessments for each child in each area of the Early Years 
curriculum. The results will then be brought together in the Summer term 
before the children move to Key Stage One. 
 
Parents receive a report on progress and attainment termly based upon their 
child’s progress in all areas of learning. This is discussed during the End of 
Year Parents’ Consultation evening, at the end of Early Years. 
 

30 Hours provision 

 
From September, we now offer a limited number of places of 30 free hours of 
early education a week (38 weeks term time only). These hours are to be 
taken between 8.45am and 3.15pm during term time. 
This is a new entitlement for working parents of 3 and 4 year old children 
which will be introduced from September 2017. It is an additional 15 hours per 
week entitlement to the existing 15 hours free early education place. 
If a parent chooses to take the full 30 hours , the morning session will run 
from 8.45am until 11.45am and the afternoon session 12.30pm until 3.30pm. 
There will be a charge for any additional hours. Children can choose to have 
a school lunch. 

 

The Role of Parents 
 
We believe that all parents have an important role to play in the education of 
their child. We recognise the parent’s role as the child’s first educators and 
their future role, in educating the children. We do this through: 
 

 Talking to parents about their child before their child starts at our school 

 Home visits by the Early Years Staff 

 Opportunities for the children to spend time with the teacher before 
starting main school 

 Inviting parents to a talk about Early Years and routines of the school 

 Offering parents regular opportunities to meet with the teacher 

 Encouraging parents to talk with the Early Years staff if there are any 
concerns or worries 

 Arranging a range of activities throughout the Year that encourage 
collaboration between child, school and parents 
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 Offering a range of activities that support the involvement of parents, such 
as reading homework diaries 

 Termly Consultation Meetings 
 

Equal Opportunities 
 
All teaching and non teaching staff at Netherton School ensure that all pupils, 
irrespective of gender, ability, ethnicity or social circumstances, have access 
to the whole curriculum and opportunities to make the greatest progress 
possible in all areas of Early Years 
 

 

Governors 
 
The Governor responsible for the Foundation Stage is Adrian Woodhouse. 
 
 
 
This Policy has been discussed and agreed with the Governing Body. It will 
be reviewed within the cycle for School Development Planning 
 
 

Foundation Stage Coordinator – Mrs Andrea Rosamond 

 

Signed: 
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